Application No. 1 0/5 1 6,298 

Reply to Office Action of March 23, 2007. 

IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

Claim 1 . (Currently Amended) An oil pump comprising: 

a base including an actuating chamber, a suction port, a delivery port, a suction 
passage for supplying oil to said suction port, a delivery passage into which said oil is 
delivered from said delivery port, and a bypass passage for communicating with said delivery 
passage and said suction passage; 

a rotor disposed rotatablv rotatabl e ly in said actuating chamber for actuating a pump 
action to suck said oil in said suction passage from said suction port and to supply said oil to 
said delivery passage by way of said delivery port; and 

a flow control valve disposed in said base for retuming an excessive oil from said 
delivery passage to said suction passage as a retuming flow of oil by way of said bypass 
passage when a flow amount of oil is excessive in said delivery passage; and 

whoroin a corrosion-proof member having corrosion resistance^ disposed in an inn e r 
wall surfac e of at l e ast on e of said suction passage and said bypass passag e so as to fac e to 
said r e tuming flow of oil, and wherein said corrosion-proof member extends over less than 
half of the at least one of said suction passage and said bvpass passage has a discontinuous 
shap e in a circumf e rr e ncial circumferential direction of a center line in a cross section which 
intersects said center line of one of said suction passage and said bypass passage at right 
angles and is circumferentiallv positioned in the at least one of said suction passage and said 
bvpass passage to face the retuming flow of oil . 

Claim 2. (Original) The oil pump according to claim 1, wherein said corrosion-proof 
member has one of a V-shape, a U-shape, and a C-shape in said cross section which intersects 
said center line of one of said suction passage and said bypass passage at right angles. 
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Claim 3. (Original) The oil pump according to claim 1, wherein said corrosion-proof 
member has a spring force for being urged in an opening direction thereof in said cross 
section which intersects said center line of one of said suction passage and said bypass 
passage at right angles, and wherein said corrosion-proof member is fixed by said spring 
force in at least said one of said suction passage and said bypass passage. 

Claim 4. (Original) The oil pump according to claim 1, wherein said base is formed 
of aluminum alloy, and said corrosion-proof member is formed of material which is higher 
than aluminum alloy in average hardness and corrosion resistance. 

Claim 5. (Original) The oil pump according to claim 1, wherein at least a portion 
being in contact with oil in said corrosion-proof member is mainly formed of ferrous material 
selected from a group of alloy steel and carbon steel, or ceramic material. 

Claim 6. (Original) The oil pump according to claim 1, wherein said suction passage 
has a long sideways shape with a long diameter and a short diameter in said cross section, and 
said corrosion-proof member is disposed in the side of said long diameter of said suction 
passage. 

Claim 7. (Original) The oil pump according to claim 1, wherein said corrosion-proof 
member is set to be flat with an inner wall surface at which said corrosion-proof member is 
disposed in said suction passage and said bypass passage. 



3 



Application No. 10/516,298 

Reply to Office Action of March 23, 2007. 

Claim 8. (Currently Amended) The oil pump according to claim 1, wherein said flow 
control valve has a spool for moving in said delivery passage depending on a pressure of said 
delivery passage, and said base has a balancing concavity into which a part of said returning 
flow of oil flows from said delivery passage for increasing balance of said spool, wherein 
said balancing cavity is closed such that any returning oil entering said balancing concavity 
from said delivery passage can exit said balancing concavity in a reverse direction from the 
direction of entering the balancing cavity, 

wherein said bypass passage communicates with a portion which faces to said bypass 
passage in said delivery passage, and 

wherein a second corrosion-proof member having corrosion resistance is disposed at a 
position for facing to a part of said returning flow of oil. 

Claim 9. (Original) The oil pump according to claim 8, wherein said second 
corrosion-proof member has a cup-shape or a plate-shape. 

Claim 10. (Original) The oil pump according to claim 8, wherein said second 
corrosion-proof member has an air vent way. 

Claim 1 1 . (Original) The oil pump according to claim 8, wherein said base is formed 
of aluminum alloy and said second corrosion-proof member is formed of material being 
higher than alviminum alloy in average hardness and corrosion resistance. 

12, (Original) The oil pump according to claim 8, wherein at least a part being in 
contact with oil in said second corrosion-proof member is mainly formed of ferrous material 
selected from a group of alloy steel and carbon steel, or ceramic material. 
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